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Oregon Battle of the Books Is on at MRMS!
By Claire Wallace


Students at MRMS have started preparing for this 
school year's Oregon Battle of the Books, otherwise 
known as OBOB. Oregon Battle of the Books is a 
competition where it's participants, after forming their 
teams in September, read all or some of the 16 books 
off of the official OBOB list. Then in February, the 
teams go head to head answering questions based off 
of the OBOB books. The team that wins the entire 
OBOB competition moves on to Regionals. In this 
particular year, 60 students have signed up to battle.


Oregon Battle of the Books is a great opportunity, 
according to OBOB coordinator Mrs. Thomas, for 
students to read outside their comfort zones and 
discover books that they have never heard of before. It 
also gets kids working in a team environment. With 
people encouraging each other to do better, the 
students become better readers. Caidynce Cann, a 
participant in this year’s OBOB competition, joined 
OBOB because she wanted to do it with friends and it 
sounded fun. She also states, “I hope to find new 
books that I haven't read before and have some fun! I 
am also motivated to read more because of the set 
deadline.” 


According to Mrs. Thomas, MRMS has participated in  
this competition since 2014. In 2016 Oregon Battle of 
the Books was possible because of a MREF grant. A 
MREF is a grant given by the Molalla River Education 
Foundation. Specifically, it is a mini grant given to 
teachers to help with continuing the great education 
opportunities that they provide. Mrs. Thomas got a 
grant for Oregon Battle of the Books to continue the 
amazing things OBOB does for its participants. Mrs. 
Thomas also receives a grant from OBOB every year 
to get a set of free OBOB books. These books go to 
the school library.


This year’s Oregon Battle of the Books titles are:


● The Blackthorn Key by Kevin Sands
● Falling Over Sideways by Jordan Sonnenblick
● The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez
● Frogkisser! by Garth Nix
● The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill
● House Arrest by K.A. Holt
● Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti 


Bowling
● It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel by Firoozeh Dumas
● The List by Patricia Forde
● Ms. Bixby’s Last Day by John David Anderson
● The Novice by Taran Matharu
● The Only Road by Alexandra Diaz
● The Port Chicago 50 by Steve Sheinkin
● The School for Good and Evil by Soman Chainani
● The Shadow Cipher by Laura Ruby
● The Teacher’s Funeral by Richard Peck


Majestic Mural
By Mason King


Over the summer, Jake Taylor hand-painted a spectacular mural 
on the front of Molalla River Middle School. MRMS Principal, Mr. 
Dalton, believes that having a member of the community do this for 
the students is one of the best things about it. Mr. Dalton also said 
that this also represents the community. The mural, “brings 
character to the school,” stated Mr. Dalton.


Mr. Taylor said his mural took a lot of work and dedication. Mr. 
Taylor and his family spent four weeks working on the painting. He 
came up with the design by thinking of the Molalla River and Mount 
Hood and how they are a big part of Oregon. He decided to  
combine them together. While Mr. Taylor was painting the mural, 
MRMS custodians, Karen McElfish and Jennifer Benz, and Ms. 
Schiefelbein also did their share by painting the black trim around 
the front of the school. Taylor also painted a surprise mural for the 
school by the main office. Last spring, Mr. Taylor painted murals in 
the boys and girls locker room at MRMS.


Battle of the Books Has Arrived
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The 5th and 6th grade football team 
played Sherwood at home. They won 
20-14. The head coach is Brian Faulhaber. 
The team consists of 21 players.


Youth Football Scores
10-12-19
The 7th and 8th grade football team 
played Franklin at home. They won 34-8. 


The 5th and 6th team played Oregon City 
at Oregon city. They won 14-8. 


10-19-19
The 7th and 8th grade football team 
played Lincoln at Lincoln. They lost 0-12. 


The 5th and 6th grade team played 
Clackamas at Clackamas. They lost 8-24.


10-26-19
The 7th and 8th grade team played 
Roosevelt at home. They won 36-0. 


The 5th and 6th grade team played 
Estacada at Gresham for their medals 
game. They lost 14-33


Cross Country 
By Osten Terry  


Molalla River Middle School has a cross 
country team that met after school and 
competed in cross country races during 
September and October.  The coach, Carl 
Sniffens, has coached for two years at 
MRMS. There were ten runners on the 
Molalla team. The team competed in races 
that were 3,000 meters long, which is 
about two miles.


At the Molalla Invitational, held at Highland 
Tree Farm, there were 400 runners in six 
different races. The biggest race at the 
tree farm was the middle school boys race 
with about 200 runners. 


New School Decor
By Kamila Bedolla


When students returned from summer break 
they noticed a few things were different inside 
the school. New posters, banners, and signs 
had been placed around the school. There 
are signs above computer labs, the library, 
and the cafeteria. The banners are placed 
above the doorways and have motivational 
saying on them, like “Unstoppable” and 
“Home of The Wolverines”. There is also a 
sign where the Students of the Month 
pictures are placed. Mrs. Thomas helped 
design and order the signs. 


“I decided to put up the signs, because I 
thought it would be a nice reminder to get 
students to work hard and feel school spirit,” 
said Mr. Dalton.
  
Dental Care at MRMS
By Mikayla Giard


On September 25, 2019 dentists from Dental 
3 Tualatin came to Molalla River Middle 
School. Four dentists talked to all of the 
PE/Health classes about dental hygiene. 
They talked about the harm plaque and 
cavities can cause. 


The dentists coming to MRMS and talking to 
the classes is an annual event. They come in 
three times a year, once to talk to the 
students, once to do sealants and once to 
see how the sealants are doing. “Dental 3 
provides a free service for the kids, to make it 
convenient.” Mrs. Jones, MRMS secretary,  
says.  65 students at MRMS received service 
with permission from their parents. 


The middle school got a call to see if MRMS 
wanted their free service. It was very kind of 
the dentists of Dental 3 to spend their time in 
Molalla River Middle school helping students 
receive dental care. The students who 
received service got pulled out of 7th period 
in order to get sealants done. 


Middle School Football Scores
By Katherine Nunn


10-5-19
The 7th and 8th grade football team played 
Madison at Marshall High School. They won 
24-27. The head coach is Steve LaVigne.The 
team consists of 22 players.


Although the team’s best meet that they 
competed in was the Estacada Race the 
Molalla Tree Farm was one of their favorites 
because of the scenery.  


“As a team, we got better as the season 
progressed,” said Sniffen.  He plans on 
continuing coaching both the middle school 
and high school teams. 


Cross Country Runs at Rockaway
By Levi Wood


On October 4, 2019, The Molalla River Middle 
School Cross Country team had a cross 
country meet at Rockaway Beach. This was 
one of the last cross country races of the 
season for the Wolverines. 


The Rockaway race was out at Rockaway 
Beach and part of the track was in a park and 
covered in trees, and the other part of the 
track was on the beach. The whole team 
placed very well for a second year team.


The MRMS Cross Country Team 
at Rockaway Beach.


The MRMS Cross Country Team at the 
Molalla Invitational.
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Leadership Homecoming Float 2019
By Lucas Berreth 


Molalla River Middle School’s leadership class participated in this year’s 
Molalla Homecoming parade and made their own float. “The Homecoming 
parade theme was under the sea, and our theme was Spongebob,” said 
Mrs. Chapin. The Leadership class used cardboard, paper, cloth, wood, 
and spray paint to match the theme of Spongebob. “We used Karli 
Campbell’s neighbor’s trailer. I also want to thank Mr. Campbell for driving,” 
included Mrs. Chapin. 


After the trailer situation was worked out they needed to find out what 
would they build. Allison Rodgers, ASB president, stated, “We divided into 
groups based on skills and volunteers.”  After the building teams were 
made, the Leadership class went to building. After two weeks of building 
the Leadership class finished.  The parade started at Molalla High School 
and went down Cole Ave, Main St, Molalla Ave, then off Frances and back 
to the high school. Allison commented that it was stressful to try and run 
the project as ASB president because everyone wanted to be heard but no 
one wanted to listen. 


Are Writing and Catching Criminals the Same? 
By Colten Strohmeyer


On September 19, 2019, Sergeant Erik Strohmeyer, of the 
Portland Police Bureau, came to Molalla River Middle School 
to talk to the eighth grade English classes about the 
importance of writing.   


Sergeant Erik Strohmeyer came into the school to show 
examples of a correct police report and the importance of 
writing. He came in after his son, Colten Strohmeyer, told him 
about a school project and Sergeant Strohmeyer said that he 
would come in if the English teachers wanted him to. Mrs. 
Buckley said yes and got in contact with him to figure out a 
date that he could. 


8th grade teacher, Mrs. Buckley, said that she, “appreciated 
that Sergeant Strohmeyer was able to volunteer his time to 
come in and do the presentation.” 


Mrs. Walsh, another 8th grade teacher, was also glad, 
saying, “I was really happy the students got to see a real life 
application for writing.” Osten Terry said, “Tt was very 
interesting.” 


Sergeant Strohmeyer said, “My favorite part of the 
presentation was interacting with the students of MRMS.” 
Sergeant Strohmeyer also came in to talk to the eighth grade 
English classes about how to write a report for the Edgar 
Allan Poe unit that they were doing. Mrs. Buckley thought 
that considering what they were going to do in English, 
Sergeant Strohmeyer coming in was, “definitely helpful. It’s 
so hard to show the real life use of their writing and that’s 
exactly what he did.” Mrs. Walsh said, “When he showed the 
samples of the reports, it was helpful to see how someone 
would have to describe a scene.” 


Something unexpected was how much Sergeant Strohmeyer 
hammered home the importance of writing. Mrs. Buckley 
said, “One of the struggles of a teacher is explaining to kids 
how and why what they’re learning will help them in the 
future. Narrative writing is one of those modes that students 
assume they will never use as an adult.” 


Sergeant Strohmeyer used examples to show the importance 
of writing and he feels he got his point across. Lucas Berreth 
said, “It was really cool, and he made writing sound 
important.”  


Members of the MRMS Leadership class getting ready for the MHS 
Homecoming Parade


The MRMS Parent Action 
Committee was also ready 
to represent MRMS.
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The Learning Center
By Lane Hittle


The Learning Center is a quiet place for students to work 
at Molalla River Middle School. It is run by Mrs. 
Anderson, and it is located across from the main office.


The Learning Center is a place for students to work and 
get help on class assignments. Extra supplies or 
Chromebooks are also available. “Most kids work better 
while the room is quiet and with the help available,” said 
Mrs. Anderson. The Learning Center is available for 
students from 7:45 AM to 2:15 PM. 


Students have a chance to catch up on late work, do 
makeup tests, and get late assignments done. Fridays 
are the busiest for the Learning Center at Molalla River 
Middle School. “Sometimes there are up to 65 kids! And 
other times, barely no one comes for help,” said Mrs. 
Anderson.


Where Did the Game Room Go?
By Isabelle Bryant


Many students at MRMS have been asking, “Whatever 
happened to the Game Room?” or “What is even in that 
building?” In 2016, students had to use Bee Tickets to 
use the Game Room, and last year claw cards got 
students access to the room. The Game Room has 
temporarily been replaced for Boys Council and Girls 
Circle groups.


MRMS school counselor, Mrs. Lowe, states, “The Game 
Room was created to be used as a reward for students 
who earned it for positive behavior, grades or 
attendance.” Students who had earned the game room 
were able to take their lunches and three of their friends 
to play.


Ms. Jackson, Associate Principal at MRMS, donated a 
new foosball table to the game room this year. 


Mrs. Lowe said, “I think the game room is a great 
reward, and I know that students who earned it really 
enjoyed going there and hanging out with their friends. It 
was very popular with many of our students.  Maybe if all 
of us work together, we can get the game room back in 
action!”


IRON MAIDEN - Legacy of the Beast
By Joshua Livingston


On September 6th, Iron Maiden played the Rose Quarter like an 
electric guitar. Iron Maiden started by playing the song, Churchill’s 
Speech and then Aces High.  Both songs are related to the Battle of 
London in 1940. A life size Spitfire plane was brought out on the 
stage during these performances. 


After that, they played many good songs, like Where Eagles Dare, 
my personal favorite, The Trooper, Two Minutes to Midnight, 
Number of the Beast, The Wickerman, Iron Maiden and many 
others that were also great. Their final song, Iron Maiden, was a 
great note to end on and after a quick break, the band played an 
encore of The Evil That Men Do, Hallowed Be Thy Name, and Run 
to the Hills.


The band’s lead singer is Bruce Dickinson. Steve Harris is the bass 
guitarist. Nicko McBrain is the drummer of the band, and Adrian 
Smith, Dave Murray, and Janick Gers, all play guitar. All of the band 
members did amazingly well during the show.


Student Opinion


Hypocrisy
By Katherine Nunn


The definition of hypocrisy is insincerity by virtue of pretending to 
have qualities or beliefs that you do not really have. Which 
basically means telling someone not to do something, then going 
and doing it yourself. Hypocrisy is all over the place. People set 
double standards. Tons of people preach equality. Then they turn 
around and are rude, unfair, and discriminating . This is 
hypocrisy. This is not OK. Why is it OK for people to set double 
standards? It is not. Yet, it still happens. None of it is OK, yet no 
one does anything to stop it.


 It happens to everyone, of every race, gender and political 
group. “Hypocrisy is all over,” said Mrs. Lowe, MRMS school 
counselor. It is all over the place and none of it is OK. People 
blow it off and ignore it. People also pair it only with certain races 
and genders. Something needs to be done about this, yet nothing 
is being done. Supposedly, we live in a progressive society. 
Awareness needs to be raised about hypocrisy, yet it isn't. This is 
a huge issue. It needs to be fixed.


If you have a student opinion that you would like share, please 
submit it to mrmspublications@molallariv.k12.or.us



https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/iron-maiden-3bd6803c.html?song=The+Evil+That+Men+Do

https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/iron-maiden-3bd6803c.html?song=Hallowed+Be+Thy+Name

https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/iron-maiden-3bd6803c.html?song=Run+to+the+Hills

https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/iron-maiden-3bd6803c.html?song=Run+to+the+Hills
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PBIS REWARDS
By Miriam Zamora


The teachers don’t have to worry about losing their stamps nor do students need to worry about losing their claws because a new clean 
way to earn points is just a click of a button away. The new system, better known as PBIS Rewards, has been introduced to the staff and 
students of Molalla River Middle School this school year. Students are rewarded by staff for being safe, responsible, and respectful. 


Points are given through the teacher’s electronic device. Students can check how many points they have on the PBIS Student app. Every 
Tuesday students are able to ask their Homeroom teacher to order them something off the Claw Mart, where there is a variety of food, 
beverages, extra school supplies and more! 


“I chose this program because it is more common in middle schools and interests eighth graders more,” said Mr. Dalton, principal at 
MRMS. More interest from eighth graders means they will want to do a good job and not lose their points. Another reason he chose PBIS 
Rewards is because the Bee tickets were less mature and the claw stamps were not so organized. “My favorite thing... Well, I have two 
favorite things. One is this has actual data.” By data Mr. Dalton means he can see whether sixth, seventh, or eighth graders are earning 
more points. Dalton can also see where referrals are being made. Another one of his favorite things is students can be rewarded by being 
in raffles during WoW Assemblies. 


But not everything about this program is easy.  In order to have all these items in the Claw-Mart the school has to buy them. So that is why 
students at MRMS are encouraged to pay their student body fees. 


Remember to be safe, respectful and responsible.


National Principals Month
By Ethne Davis and Lilly-Ann Henkes


NPM, or National Principals Month, is in the month 
of October. NPM is a time to celebrate the leaders 
of the school, the ones who put students first and 
make sure those students get the education they 
need. NPM all started in October of 2009. The 
school leaders of MRMS are celebrated for their 
endless commitment and partnership. 


Mr. Dalton has been the principal at MRMS for two 
years. He spent four years as principal at Molalla 
High School, and was a vice principal in Beaverton 
for several years. He was also a middle school 
principal in Scio for several years and has been a 
science teacher. 


The reason that Mr. Dalton wanted to be a principal 
was to make a difference. He didn’t like how things 
were going, so he became a part of the change 
instead of complaining. What he loves most about 
school is solving “most” problems. There is too 
much student drama, and he doesn’t like it. His 
patience is way too low for drama. He understands 
most stuff but the “he said” and “she said” things are 
too much. 


This will be Mr. Dalton’s 24th year in the school 
industry. When he was younger he wanted to be in 
the Special Forces and  C.I.A. Being a principal is 
much safer, though. 


Ms. Jackson loves to be the associate principal at Molalla River 
Middle School. Ms. Jackson wants to make a difference in the lives 
of students.  She likes the friendliness of the MRMS staff, students 
and the whole school. She doesn't like that the school doesn't have 
an auditorium. She thinks the school would be better with it. 


Ms. Jackson has been a Language Arts and Social Studies teacher 
at the middle and high school levels. She has spent most of her 30 
years in the school industry in Corvallis, Oregon and Minnesota, 
where she is from. “ My dream job when I was younger was to be a 
corporate lawyer for an airline company.”


October was National Principals Month. 
MRMS students are happy to have Mr. 
Dalton and Ms. Jackson at their school.
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Meet Ms. Aquino
By Zoey Taylor 


Ms. Aquino is a new teacher at MRMS this year. She 
teaches 6th and 7th grade science. This year is Ms. 
Aquino’s first year doing a teaching job.


Last year she was a science instructor. Since then she 
has wanted to a science teacher. Ms. Aquino grew up 
in Molalla and was even a student at Molalla River 
Middle School. After she graduated from Molalla High 
School she decided to go to college at Pacific 
University. 


Ms. Aquino’s favorite thing about teaching at MRMS is 
the ability to work with students in a science subject 
and to incorporate career connections.
 
Outside of school she loves to do long distance 
running. She also loves science outside of school. She 
loves to work with children because one day she does 
want children of her own. She loves the conversations 
she has with students at MRMS.


 


Mr. Johnson Joins MRMS
By Arabella Berzinski


Mr. Johnson is a new teacher at Molalla River 
Middle School this year. He teaches 6th and 7th 
grade social studies. This is Mr Johnson's first full 
time teaching job, although he used to teach music 
to kids in Ohio part time. He is originally from  
Cleveland, Ohio and just recently moved out here 
last August. He says Oregon is much different than 
Ohio because it gets less cold in the winter here. Mr. 
Johnson went to Ohio State when he was younger 
and also Kent State. 


Mr. Johnson loves to teach kids because he says it 
creates an opportunity for learning and channeling 
the kid's creativity. Mr. Johnson loves teaching 6th 
and 7th grade because he loves being able to teach 
two different lessons everyday. Owen Smith, a 
student in 6th grade, says he is a very kind and 
funny. Owen is in Mr. Johnson’s social studies class 
and also has him for homeroom. When Mr. Johnson 
is not in school he likes to play music. He likes to 
play the drums and guitar. He also likes to paint in 
his free time. Mr Johnson is also really into hockey. 
 


Ms. Aquino is the new science teacher at MRMS.


Mr. Johnson is a new Social Studies teacher at MRMS.
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Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA)
By Braelee Borden and Miriam 
Zamora


The students of Molalla River Middle 
School have been introduced to a 
new club called Future Business 
Leaders of America, or better known 
as FBLA. Students who participate in 
this after school club will be learning 
how to run a business.


FBLA had their first business dinner at 
Arrowhead Golf Club on Monday, 
October 14. The club members 
learned how to eat appropriately 
when dining with a client and applying 
for a job. The dinner was one hour 
long. The meeting last Tuesday was 
about open positions and the 
members of the club elected officers. 
For now there is a meeting every 
Tuesday.


Canned Food Kick Off
By Kelsee Smith


8th grade students in National Junior Honor Society kicked 
off the community holiday canned food drives with a 
Trick-or-Treat for Canned Food Night.  On October 29, 
NJHS members met at MRMS, decked out in Halloween 
costumes, and collected hundreds of pounds of food from 
the Big Meadow neighborhood. 


Up next for NJHS is the MRMS Canned Food Drive and 
Quarter Wars for the Molalla Warming Center.


MRMS Clubs
By Kelsee Smith and Jessica Langendorfer


Molalla River Middle School has many clubs. Since Mr. 
Dalton became the principal many club have been added to 
MRMS. He has wanted to add the clubs for students to 
socialize, so that students don’t just have to go home to an 
empty house, and so they have something to do after 
school.


To sign up for a club get a permission slip from the holder 
across the hall from the school office.
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September Students of the Month
6th Grade Students of the Month
By Jessika Haugh 


Owen Ritter is one of the 6th Grade Students of the Month for September. “My favorite 
subject in school is P.E. because I love being active,” said Owen. “I want to be an architect 
or the captain of a ship.” Owen believes that a student of the month is someone who is 
respectful, follows the rules, acts responsibly, is safe, uses time wisely and helps others. “A 
message I would like to give to the students at MRMS is that it's important to use your time 
wisely in any grade,” said Owen. 


Jennifer Garcia Escalante is our other 6th Grade Student of the Month. “I think that people 
that get student of the month are responsible and safe. My favorite subject in school is 
Social Studies because the teacher is nice and the homework is easy,” said Jennifer.  “ Also, 
I want to be a teacher when I grow up. One message that I would tell the students at MRMS 
is to listen to your teacher and try hard.”


8th Grade Students of the 
Month 
By Joshua Livingston


The eighth grade Students of the 
Month for October are Colten 
Strohmeyer and Katherine 
Perez.


Colten says to work hard and 
pay attention in school. His 
favorite subject is Math and 
English. When he grows up he 
would like to be a CEO. He says 
if you work hard it will pay off. 


Katherine says, “Follow the rules, 
stay safe and responsible, and 
put the needs of others before 
your own.” Her favorite class is 
English because she likes the 
teacher and the methods she 
uses. When she grows up, she 
wants to be an architect or 
engineer. Katherine’s advice for 
other students is to work hard 
and never give up on your goal. 


Owen Ritter, 6th grade Student of 
the Month


Jennifer Garcia Escalante, 6th 
grade Student of the Month


Peyton Sanders, 7th grade Student of 
the Month


Mikayla Giard, 7th grade Student of 
the Month


7th Grade Students of the Month
By Gavyn Kunz


The 7th Grade Students of the Month are Mikayla Giard and 
Peyton Sanders. 


Mikayla says good grades, paying attention in class, and 
working hard are qualities of a student of the month. Her 
favorite subject in school is Leadership because she is 
involved with the school. Mikayla aspires to be a graphic 
designer because she can be her own boss, and it is fun. 
One important message to the students at Molalla River 
Middle School from Mikayla is, “Try your hardest to get good 
grades.”


Peyton Sanders says he thinks qualities of a student of the 
month are staying on task and helping struggling people. 
Peyton's favorite subject in school is math. Peyton aspires to 
be a professional basketball player. One important message 
to the students at Molalla River Middle School from Peyton is 
always be on task and listen to the teachers.


Colten Strohmeyer, 8th grade Student of the 
Month


Katherine Perez, 8th grade Student of 
the Month
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Halloween Jokes
By Kelsee Smith


Q: What music do mummies like to listen 
to?
A: Wrap Music.


Q: What is the best Halloween plant?
A: Bam-BOO.


Q: What do ghosts eat on Halloween?
A: Spook-getti.


Q: What are ghost’s favorite amusement 
park rides?
A: A scary-go-round or the rollerghoster.


Q: What is a ghost’s favorite game?
A: Peek-a-BOO.


Q: What is a vampire’s favorite fruit?
A: Necktarine.


Q: What is a ghost’s favorite dessert?
A: BOOberry pie.


Q: What to you call a vampire that lives in a 
kitchen?
A: Count Spatula.


Just so You Know
By Isabelle Bryant


Did you know Candy Corn was originally called 
Chicken Feed? Though many would argue that 
Candy Corn tastes like chicken feed, that's not 
how it got its original name. Created in 1880 by 
George Renninger, it was sold a lot by Goelitz 
Confectionery Company (now Jelly Belly Co.) 
at the turn of the century. Because corn is what 
was used to feed chickens, the creation was 
called Chicken Feed and the box was marked 
with a colorful rooster.


Just so You Know.


By Jessika Haugh







Yearbooks for sale!


$35


Payable in the MRMS office.


NJHS Quarter Wars starts 
next week!


Details coming soon!






